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From the Desk of Rev. Samuel Beltz
Work of Jesus and the Holy Spirit

Last week we talked about the identity of God and the identity of Jesus. We asked the
questions, “Who is God” and “who is Jesus?” This week we’ll begin talking about the work

Weekly Schedule: of Jesus. We’ll answer the question, “what did Jesus come to do?” Or, “what does Jesus

e Service 9:00 am accomplish?”

o Adult Bible Study/ In one sense, we’ve already begun to identify the work of Jesus when we discussed his
Sunday School identity. Who is Jesus? Jesus is the Son of God—the one to reign over God’s creation on
10:15am God’s behalf. Recall from last week that the one true God is the creator. Everything that

exists has come into being because of God, and everything that exists constantly depends

e Wednesday Coffee on God for its existence. This means that God is the boss of everything. God is all-ruling,
Time 8:30am and everything is subject to him. As the Son of God, Jesus rules and reigns over everything

on God’s behalf.

o Wednesday Scripture

Study 9 am When he was baptized by John in the Jordan River, the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus and

God declared, “This is my beloved Son” (Matthew 3:13—17). Then, in the power of the
Spirit, Jesus declared that the reign of God was at hand (Matthew 4:17). But Jesus didn’t
only declare the arrival of God’s reign and rule, he also brought God’s reign and rule to
earth. He cast out demons, he healed the sick, he raised the dead, he forgave sinners their
sins and restored them to God. Jesus brought God’s will and reign to earth. In that way,
Jesus’ identity as the Son of God is also his work. Jesus has come to rule and reign on
God’s behalf. The one true God rules and reigns over his creation through Jesus.

The Scriptures draw two major consequences from Jesus’ work as the Son of God.

Everyone who puts his or her trust in Jesus will be saved. Read and discuss the
following passages: (John 1:1-5, 9-13; John 5:21-29).
We are justified before God (our relationship with God is restored and right), not by
works of the law or any measure of our performance, but only by faith in Jesus.
. . (Romans 10:3—4, 9-13).
Special Activities:

e  Elders August 6 @ The Holy Spirit and Jesus

g The work of the Holy Spirit follows directly from the work of Jesus. Jesus came to rule and

reign on behalf of God so that all who believe in him will be saved. But, as Paul says in
Romans, “How are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they
to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent?” (Romans 10:14—
15). So that we might come to believe that Jesus is the Son of God and trust in him for all
things, Jesus commissioned his disciples to proclaim the message about him. And for this
purpose he gave them the Holy Spirit to empower them and to guide them (Luke 24:44—
49). Therefore, the primary work of the Holy Spirit is to guide the proclamation of the
gospel.

Read Luther’s Small Catechism on the Third Article of the Creed.
Sound Bite Theology

The Good: The Holy Spirit gives me Jesus through the Word.
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gust Duties: LWML NEWS AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
LWML will not meet in August

g Sickels Caitlin Crile 8-02
Charlotte Beltz 8-04

ar Guild Mite box Sunday is the first Sunday of Ezgg:r;l;nefenton g:(l)g
dieth Webb the Month. Please remember to bring a0 Katgko 3-16
O OB SR your mites and put in the LWML box. Paul Fenton 8-17
James Hoy 8-17

Ivte Levi Vander Molen 8-18
cK Rice Brooklyn Vanderwilt 8-21
Krusor Horn 8-22

Ann Ohms 8-22

eeter Addison McKain 8-24
n Katko “D D A Y Donna Reineke 8-29
Ashlyn Fynaardt 8-30

Cody Mock 8-31

Y AUGUST 2
2 Julie Rice & AUGUST ANNIVERSARY

Marjorie Roach

9 Brooklyn Vanderwilt & PLEASE BRING ]

Evie McKain .
- CLEAN PACKAGES Curt & Lorie Jager
S po i &SUSGEOEE  6E NDERWEAR 8-4.1978
30 Sarah Anderson & TO SHARE WITH Luke & Melissa Letzring
Lisa Forschler THE ORPHAN 8-08-09
GRAlN TRAlN —: Alan & Fran Katko
: 8-19-67

Than/cyw
hers \
2 Curt Jager & Gabe Hoy

9 Marty George &
Toni Karavitis

- ®®®®®®®®®®®®

23 Adam McKain & . . .
Please include in your prayers daily ®

Nolan McKain
30 Mike Forschler &

) Sean Strothman, Luke Letzring, Karen Westercamp, Tamra Van Haaften,
Lawrence Smith

Majorie Roach and Ann Ohms.

Prayers for the Mocks for: strengthening of relationships at our local
church with both existing and newcomers, wise technology decisions the
improve effectiveness of both Luther Academy and the Eurasia Region,
language learning, activities and friendships for Eva and Moriah

Jeted

ig THANK YOU to all

mbers who served as For those in Isreal, Ukraine, Russia, Uvalde and other places suffering
ganists, Hospitality ® from acts of senseless Vlolence

rvers , Ushers, Elders and

ar Guild last month.

is is just another part of ®

EWARDSHIP in action at

. John. ®

For those serving in our Armed Forces and for our Police Officers and Fire
Fighters; may they remain safe in their service;

For the many that continue to struggle with isolation and loneliness;
For those difectly and in directly affected by the conflict in Ukraine;
For the many who continue to struggle w1th natural disasters and bad §

storms;

For our Church, that God would continue to grant us new members and
make us a good gift to each other and our community;

For us as a congregation to faithfully receive God’s good gifts this day.
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Contirwed from pg 1
The Bad: I don’t have to go to church because I can have my own God experience.

The Ugly: I have to make a decision for Jesus.

Jesus and the Cross
Up to this point, we’ve discussed Jesus’ work without mentioning the key event in Jesus’ life—his crucifixion. Jesus
came to reign and rule on behalf of God, but when he entered Jerusalem, the royal city of David’s throne, the people did-
n’t just hand over the keys to Jesus. They crucified him. What happened here? Why is the crucifixion of Jesus signifi-
cant? What does Jesus’ crucifixion accomplish?

The Scriptures answer this question in several different ways (see, for instance, John 3:14-15; John 10:11-18; Romans
3:25; Acts 3:17-26; Hebrews 9:11-28). We’ll focus on one prominent way the Scriptures describe the work of the cross.

Read Galatians 3:10-14. Paul says that Jesus became a curse. Remember from the creation story that the wages of sin are
death. Because of Adam and Eve’s sin, God cursed human beings; and death is God’s curse—God’s punishment for sin.
Read Romans 5:12—-14. Jesus became a curse and suffered the wrath of God in his death. Remember, for instance, that
when he was on the cross Jesus cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of
God, became a curse. But God raised Jesus from the dead. God redeemed Jesus from the curse of death, and made him a
new creation. Therefore, Jesus has passed from the death and curse of sin to new and perfect life. And all who are joined
to him also pass from the death and curse of sin to new and (one day) perfect life. Read Romans 6:1-11.

See the way Luther describes Jesus’ work in his Small Catechism, Second Article. How does Luther describe the work of
the cross?

The Scriptures draw two major consequences from Jesus’ work on the cross.

Apart from Jesus, we are enemies of God and are under his wrath (Romans 3:9-20).
The law and good works are not able to accomplish our salvation (Romans 3:20-26) (Galatians 3:10-12).

In conclusion, read Romans 5:1-11.

Sound Bite Theology
The Good: Sin is the skin we’re in.
The Bad: We might do bad things, but human beings are good by nature.

The Ugly: I don’t do bad things, so I’'m not a sinner. (Note: Why is this statement sin itself?)

Pastor Samuel Belty



NOW AT CHURCH ~
@ SATURDAY, AUGUST 18T
= Starting at Yam =

Join us for a day of faith, fun, and =
fellowship for all ages!

00000

WORSHIP  GAMES  BIBLE  CRAFTS WATERFUN  LUNCH

LY o
V) Purents are encouraged to stay and enjoy fellowship. @ <8
Participate in a Bible study
Serve together through
local service activities
Finish the day with
more food and fun!

) We hspe youll jsin us o' this special day *
o Of growing in faith and sewing logether! < °

90 ™ BIRTHDA
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| JUST A CARD
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MEET UP BY THE DISCus NET AN Hour s
BEFORE (9PM) FIREWORKS L

%avm B mus Sawet

: AT CAMP [0-DIS-E~CAIN SOLON, IA

AT EDMUNDSON PARK IN OSKALoosA 9AM-I.2PM FOR OUR

YOUNGEST KIDDOS. (WILL NEED OLDER youTH VOLUNTEERSY
EVERYONE BRING A SWIMSULT FOR THE PooLY

. STAY AFTER CHURCH FOR A GRILL OUT, YARD GAMES,
® AND FUN BEFORE SCHOOL STARTS UP AGAIN! BRING A
SIDE DISH OR DESSERT TO SHARE.

i ) Stay after church fora /-
grill out, yard games and fun
before school start up again!

T " GAMES! = |§

BRING A SIDE DISH

88 FRIENDS!
OR DESSERT TO SHARE! —
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
9am Divine 8:30am Coffee Hour VBS in the
Service with 9:00am Scripture Elders 6pm Church
Communion Study
10:15am Adult Bible
Study
Bulletin ltems Due
11 12 13 14 15
9am Divine Service 8:30am Coffee Hour
with Communion 9:00am Scripture
10:15am Adult Bible Study
Study
Bulletin items due
17 18 19 20 21 22
9am Divine Service 8:30am Coffee Hour
with Communion 9:00am Scripture
10:15am Adult Bible Study
Study
Summer BBQ
Bulletin items due
8:30am Coffee Hour
9am Divine Service 9:00am Scripture
with Communion Study
10:15am Bible Study
Bulletin items du
. B 1 2 3 4 5

9:00am Matins
10:15 Potluck

8:30am Coffee Hour
9:00am Scripture
Study

Bulletin items due







