
 

From Pastor Beltz’s Desk 

St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Weekly Schedule: 

  Service 9:00 am 

 Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 10:15am 

 Confirmation  1:45pm 

 Monday                    

Ecclesiastes Study  

Meal 5:30pm         

Study 6pm 

 Wednesday            

Scripture Study               

Coffee time 8:30am        

Study 9am 

 2nd & 4th Thursday 

Fraternal Friends of 

Marty @ 7:00 pm 

 Women’s Bible Study 

Fourth Saturday of 

Month  @ 9am 
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Special Activities: 

 LWML                    

March 2  @ 9:00am 

 Board of Elders           

March 2 @ 6:00pm 

 Council Meeting 

March 23 @ 6:00pm 

 Quarterly Voters 

Meeting March 26 

following church 

service 

The St John Lutheran Newsletter is a monthly publication of  
 St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, a congregation of  

the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 

March 2023 

The American Mind 
Meets the Mind of 
Christ: Vocation and 
“Calling” 
One of the more difficult 
questions that afflicts newer 
generations surrounds what 
they are to 
do with their lives? What is 
the best option? Around us 
the term “calling” is widely 
used to 
describe that thing they/we 
are to do. But what is our 
“calling”? Is it simply what 
we like to do? 
Is it something we are good 
at? Something we are 
passionate about? Is it 
something beyond 
our control? 
A “calling” is more than 
passions. Passions might be 
an aspect of our calling. For 
example, plenty of people 
have been motivated by their 
shame or anger to take up 
careers or 
tasks. But, passions aren’t 
everything. Sometimes 
circumstances beyond our 
control force us to 
respond. We have no choice, 
quite often, when life calls 
us to respond. We do not get 
to do 
whatever we want. The 
Circumstances of our life 
call us to respond. In this 
sense everyone does 
have a calling. Even if 
they’re presently unaware or 
resistant. 
As Christians, and in 
particular Lutherans, 
vocation might be a familiar 
word used to 
describe the particular 
“callings” we receive from 
God’s hand. Whatever word 
we use, vocation 
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or calling, what is important 
to know and believe is that 
these vocations are ordered 
in a 
hierarchy of importance and 
closeness. Let’s begin with 
something basic and close. 
In order to 
give us bodies God uses 
parents. This establishes 
that the husband/wife 
&amp; parent/child 
vocations are some of the 
most elementary, concrete 
and primary vocations 
within the 
creation. Marriage and 
family serve as the 
foundation for society and 
all earthly authority. 
These primary vocations are 
the location we experience 
most clearly how out of 
control we are 
regarding many aspects of 
our callings/vocations. 
Primary vocations are 
distinguished from 
secondary vocations in the 
degree of agency 
we exercise within the 
context of that vocation. For 
example, being a father is a 
primary 
vocation. Yes, we do act 
with agency in our 
marriages and the 
procreation of children. We 
have 
a “choice” in the person we 
marry and the pursuit of 
children. However, there 
are no 
guarantees that a marital 
union will result in children. 
Children are rightly 
understood and 
received as good gifts. In 
the same way, as Christians 
we confess in our marriages 
that it is 

finally God who has joined 
us together. 
Secondary vocations are 
vocations where we exercise 
greater agency as human 
creatures. For example, being 
a parent is very different than 
being a grandparent, aunt or 
uncle. 
Being an uncle is a secondary 
vocation and not primary. Or, 
also, being employed in one 
position over another. 
Employment and the 
production of income for our 
families is secondary 
in the sense that employment 
only aims to serve and 
support the home. And, for 
Christians, the 
proclamation of the Gospel in 
the home. If employment 
jeopardizes the marital union 
and life 
in the home, it is secondary 
to the primary. 
Three questions are 
beneficial for us when we 
consider our secondary 
vocations and 
their service to the Christian 
home. What skills do I 
possess? What need is there 
in my location? 
What are my present 
circumstances demanding/
allowing me do? These are 
not the only 
questions that might be 
asked, but they are three very 
helpful ones. They are 
helpful for all 
ages, too. 
These questions help us sort 
out direction for ourselves, 
our lives, and our families. 
Especially when we 
consider that our 
secondary vocations are 
subject to the primary 
Christian vocations. 

Pastor Beltz 
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Elder 

John  Shmalcs 

Brad Sickels  

 

 

Altar Guild 

Beth Stout  

Judy Webb 

 

Acolyte 

Lauren McKain 

 

Lenten Wednesday: 

3/1     Addison Shmalcs 

3/8     Charlotte Beltz 

3/15  Maddison Smith 

3/22  Nolan McKain 

3/29  Jcelyn Kitzman 

 

Processional Cross 

3/19 Charlotte Beltz 

 

Hospitality 

3/5 LWML Mitey Muffins 

3/12 Karen Westercamp &   

Marge Roach 

3/19 John & Lisa Haack 

3/26 Cassie & Charlotte Beltz 

 

Cleaning 

Need someone 

 

A big THANK YOU to all  

members who served as 

 organists, Hospitality servers , 

and cleaning crew last month.   

This is just another part of 

STEWARDSHIP in action at          

St. John.   

 

 

 LWML NEWS 

LWML will be making quilts 
on Thursday, March 2nd at 9am. 
If you enjoy sewing and would 
like to help. Please join us for a 
great time for fellowship. We 
will have a lite meal along with 
our monthly meeting All ladies 
of St. John are welcome to join 
us. 

INTAKE FORMS 
We are working on updating church 
files. There is intake forms in the 
narthex to fill out. Please fill  out an 
intake form for each family member, 
including children. Please return all 
intake forms in the basket marked 
intake forms. My Goal is to have things 
update so I can do birthday and 
anniversaries again. This will also help 
the office update addresses and phone 
numbers. Thank you for your help. 

Please include in your prayers daily 
 
Betty Blessum, Betty Loftsgard, Henry & Dolores Fynaardt, Lynn 
Karavitas and Ann Ohms; 
 
For those in Ukraine, Russia, Uvalde and other places suffering 
from acts of senseless violence; 
 
For those serving in our Armed Forces and for our Police Officers 
and Fire Fighters; may they remain safe in their service; 
 
For the many that continue to struggle with isolation and 
loneliness; 
For those directly and in directly affected by the conflict in 
Ukraine;  
For the many who continue to struggle with natural disasters and 
bad storms; 
 
For our Church, that God would continue to grant us new members 
and make us a good gift to each other and our community; 
 
For us as a congregation to faithfully receive God’s gifts this day. 

Orphan Grain Train Collection  

So think spring cleaning. Cleaning out the linen 
closets, sheet, bedding, towel, hots, gloves, 
mittens, shoes that are in good condition, but 
you just don't wear or need anymore, and of 
course baby thru adult clothes are needed. It 
does not have to be new. Please donate clothing 
that is in good shape, i.e. clean, no broken 
zippers, missing buttons, free of pet hair and 
stains. Also they will take jeans that do have 
holes, along with fabric to use for quilting. 
Please leave your donations by the coat racks in 
the down stairs hallway. Any questions please 
ask Pastor or John or Lisa Haack. We thank you 
for any donations you can give. 

Lenten Services 
 

Wednesday Nights @ 
5:30pm 

 
Wednesday Night 

Lenten Meal @ 6:00pm 
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Daylight Saving  
Times Begins 

 
Remember to set your 
clocks forward an hour 
on Sunday, March12 
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St. Paul's Counsel on Giving 

And now, brothers, we want you to know 
about the grace that God has given the 
Macedonian churches. Out of the most 
severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 
extreme poverty welled up in rich 
generosity. For I testify that they gave as 
much as they were able, and even beyond 
their ability. Entirely on their own, they 
urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of 
sharing in this service to the saints. And 
they did not do as we expected, but they 
gave themselves first to the Lord and then to 
us in keeping with God's will. So we urged 
Titus, since he had earlier made a 
beginning, to bring also to completion this 
act of grace on your part. But just as you 
excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in 
your love for us — see that you also excel in 
this grace of giving         

(2 Corinthians 8:1–7). 

   LWML Mite Box History 
Perhaps inspired by the various "cent" or "mite" societies of 
the early 1800s, the Woman's Mission to Woman (Baptist) 
urged members in its first circular letter in 1871 to use their 
new Mite Box to raise funds. The entire family was 
encouraged to contribute. The garnet-colored paper box had an 
opening on the top and the words, "Woman's Mission to 
Woman," in gold letters on the side.  

LWML Mite Box 
Over the years, many Lutheran Ladies Aid societies used a box 
to gather funds in support of local and synod ministries. Under 
the original 1928 Lutheran Women's Missionary Endeavor 
organizational plan, each woman in every congregation would 
receive a Mite Box if she participated in the Ladies Aid. 
Receipts from the 92 Ladies Aid societies totaled $6651.31 in 
1930. 
The Lutheran Women's Missionary League, formally 
recognized by the 
Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod in 
1942, required by the 
newly adopted 
constitution and bylaws, 
that 25% of all 
missionary 
contributions be given 
to the national 
organization, shared 
from the districts. 
At the 1953 convention, 
delegates reaffirmed the policy of raising funds only through 
voluntary offerings. Instead of "mite boxes" some societies 
called their ingathering devices "blessing boxes" or "mission 
boxes" or "thankoffering boxes." The first Mite Box design 
had space for districts to imprint local messages. In 
publications and speeches, Leaguers were reminded not to just 
tuck their Mite Box away out of sight and then on the day of 
the meeting take out a dollar bill, put it in an envelope and 

hand it to the secretary. Among the suggestions offered 
were: 

 Put your pennies in the box at the end of each day 

 Say "thank you" with an appropriate amount 
whenever calamity or misfortune has been averted 

 Empty all your loose change from your kitchen coin 
bowl into the box on meeting day or any Sunday in 
the large mite box in the narthex 

Throughout the decades, Lutheran women have stepped 
out in faith, setting goals and trusting God to move the 
hearts of His people to give generously to LWML to 
proclaim the Gospel 

Congregational Meal 
Will be March 19th following Bible Study 

Sponsored by the Trustees 
Meal– Chili and cinnamon rolls 

This will be a free will donations to collect 
money for upcoming projects. 

 

http://www.bible.is/ENGESV/2Cor/8#1


 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

Cassie Beltz  3-06 
Henry D. Fynaardt 3-06 
Nathan Herz  3-06 
Lincoln Beltz  3-07 
Aurelie Mock  3-10 
Jerimiah Pierson 3-11 
Cale Anthony   3-14 
Angela Anthony 3-15 
Bailee Brendlinger 3-17 
B. J. Bowie   3-20 
Dana Tabbert   3-21 
Betty Blessum  3-31 
 
These may not be up to date at 
this time. 

Youth News  

Youth will have game 
night and snacks at the 
church on March 25th 
from 6-8pm.  
Come enjoy fellowship 
with others Christians. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Registration is open. Take a 
look at the different camps 
at www.campiodiseca.org. 
The camp does offer 
scholarship to those in 
need. Also the church does 
have some money left from 
last year for scholarships. 

Treasurer's Report  
With the recent changes to the 
2023 approved budget, I wanted 
to give a quick update on our 
financial position.  The current 
approved budget for 2023 is 
$145,993.  This equates to a 
weekly need of  $2,753 (there 
are 53 Sundays this 
year).  Through Sunday, 
February 12 we have received 
$19,968 in offerings (an average 
of $2,853 per Sunday).  This is 
good news: so far, we are on 
track to be able to cover all of 
our budgeted expenses for 2023.  

 

Will be offering two conferences 
this year. One in Carbondale, IL 
July 18-21 or San Antonio, TX 
July 25-28. This Conference is for 
youth heading into high school or 
high school students. If you would 
like information see Pastor Beltz or 
go to www.higherthings.org. This 
is a great opportunity for youth to 
meet other youth growing up 
Lutheran as well. 

Sunday School  
will be practicing hymns during 

opening.  
We would like to go sing to shut 
ins @ Homestead on March 12th 

after Sunday School. 
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Voters Meeting 
 

March 26th 

 

Following church service 

HOSPITALITY 
 

Rebecca Duffy is starting a new 
list for hospitality. If you would 
like to help with this please let 

Rebecca know. 
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 Henry was born August 20, 1928 at home on the farm in Monroe County, Iowa. He was an only child. 
Henry was baptized in 1928 at Reformed Church in Eddyville, and was confirmed in 1949 at St. John Luther-
an Church.  Henry was a farmer all his life on the home farm, raising crops and cattle. 
 Dolores was born August 17, 1929 at home in Woodhull, Illinois. She had one brother. She was bap-
tized in 1929 at Woodhull. She moved with her family to rural Eddyville, and was confirmed in 1942 at the 
Slovak Lutheran Church in Monroe County. After it’s closing around 1947 she attending St. John in Os-
kaloosa, IA with her family. She was a home maker and was active in St. John Sunday School and Ladies 
Guild. 
 They met at Eddyville High School and graduated in 1947 and were married at St. John Lutheran 
Church on Feb. 6, 1949. They had 3 children. Stephen, David and Julie, from them they have 9 grandchildren 

and 10 great grandchildren. They lived on the farm until they retired in 2010 when they moved to Oskaloosa. 
In 2022 they moved to Homestead Assisted Living in Oskaloosa, where they currently reside. They recently 
celebrated their 74th wedding anniversary. 

  

 Austin was born in Pella and spent his growing up years there.  He is the 2nd child of 6 in his family.   

 Hannah was raised outside Lake Mills, IA and enjoyed growing up on an acreage.     

 We met at Northwestern College in Orange City, IA and have been married since 2014.  We were in 
Rochester, MN for 7 years before moving to Pella summer 2021.  Hannah worked as a RN at Mayo on a 
thoracic surgery unit and Austin was a 6th grade teacher in a nearby school district.  Lauren Joy joined their 
family in 2018 followed by Leo Daniel in 2021.  Lauren enjoys books, playing with Legos, crafts and playing 
with her brother.  Leo loves tractors, trucks and anything to do with being outside. Austin currently teaches at 
Pella Christian as a 6th grade teacher and  enjoys doing photography on the side.  Hannah enjoys staying home 
with the kids and seeing them learn and grow each day.  As a family we enjoy biking, being outside, baking, 
and being with friends and family.  

The King Family 

Henry and Delores Fynaardt 

LWML Service Projects for March 
 

March 5th-Mitey Muffin Sunday. The LWML ladies will be selling muffins, bars and cookies. The      
money (Mites)  raised will to go to mission projects both through Iowa district east and national. So 
remember to bring a little extra cash. 
  
March 8th will Sliders, Salad and Snickerdoodles. The donations will go to Suds of Love. This is an 
organization that serves others and share love, hope and faith. They allow people from the community to 
come and bring laundry including bedding to be washed and dried, with no string attached. At this time they 
are allowed a snack and water. They also provide hygiene kits and many more items. This service is 
provided once a month on a Thursday Night. 
 
March 29th will be Soup and Cookies. The donations from this will go to the Serenity House. They provide 
hospice care which includes: general inpatient stay, respite care, and residential care. 
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St John’ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Reverend Samuel Beltz 

2370 Merino Ave.  

Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577 

641-673-6546 

office@stjohnosky.com 

www.stjohnosky.org 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 
 

  
 
 

  1  

2pm Scripture Study 

at Homestead 

5:30pm Lenten 

Service 

6:00pm Meal 

Bulletin items due 

 

 

2 

 

LWML 9-1pm 

  

Elders 6pm 

 

 

3 4 

 

 

 
 
 
9am Divine Service 
with Communion 
10:15 Bible Study/
Sunday School 
11:00am Choir 
1:45pm Confirmation 

 

 

Mite Box Sunday 

6 
5:30pm Potluck 
Meal 
6:00pm Bible 
Study 

7 

 

8 

8:30am Coffee Time 

9:00am Scripture 

Study 

2pm  Bible Study at 

Homestead 

5:30pm Lenten 

Service 

6:00pm Meal 

Bulletin items due 

9 

Friends of Marty 

7pm 

10 11 
Tammy & 
Marvin’s 
Wedding 2pm 

 
 
9am Prayers and 
Preaching  Service  
10:15 Bible Study/
Sunday School 
11:00am Choir 
12:30pm Sunday 
School Kids Sing  @ 
Homestead 
1:45pm Confirmation 
  

13 
 

14 

 

15 

5:30pm Lenten 

Service 

6:00pm Potluck 

 

 

Bulletin items due 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

 

 

 
 
 
9am Divine Service 
with Communion 
10:15 Bible Study/
Sunday School 
11:00am Church Meal 
  

20 
 

21 

Newsletter Items 

Due 

22 

8:30am Coffee Time 

9:00am Scripture 

Study 

2pm Bible Study at 

Homestead 

5:30pm Lenten 

Service 

23 

6pm Church 

Council 

Friends of Marty 

7pm 

24 

 

25 

Women’s Bible 

Study @ 9am 

Youth Game 

Night 6-8pm 

  
 
9am Prayers and 
Preaching  Service  
10:15am Quarterly 
Voters Meeting 
11:00am Choir 
1:45pm Confirmation 
 
 

 27 
6:00pm Bible 
Study 

28 

 

 29 

8:30am Coffee Time 

9:00am Scripture 

Study 

2pm Bible Study at 

Homestead 

5:30pm Lenten 

Service 

6:00pm Meal 

 30  31   

       

12   

19  

5  

26   

Pastor on Vacation March 13-21 

Pastor on Vacation March 13-21 



 


